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November 17, 2003
Good Week For Harvest

Wisconsin experienced near normal temperaturesand light
precipitation last week. That combination helped bring
corn harvest nearer to completionand alowedfal tillage
to advance. Scattered rainsand light snow slowed
progressin the middle of theweek, but most farmerswere
ableto get back into thefieldsfairly quickly. Therewasan
averageof 5.0 dayssuitablefor fieldwork last week.
Topsoil moistureratings averaged 4% very short, 21%
short, 70% adequate, and 5% surplus. Therainslast week
hel ped rg uvenate |l ow moi sture ratings, but many areas of
the state could still use more moistureto rechargethe
ground before winter setsin. Reportersa so commented
that heavier than normal snowsthiswinter would be
welcomed toimprove soil moisturelevelsinthe spring.

Corn harvest advanced to 88% complete. Thisisahead of
both last year’'s 75% and the 5-year average of 87%.
Somefarmersaredtill waiting for corn moisturelevelsto
drop, but many with corn | eft stated that fieldswill haveto
be harvested soon, at any moisturelevel. Highwindsearly
intheweek increased lodging problemsin somearess.
Reportsin Columbiaand Dane countiesindicated the
windsbroke off quiteafew stalks. Yield reportsremain
highly variable. Thethemeremains, better than wethought
earlierintheyear, but, overdl, yieddsaredightly below
average.

Fieldsfreezing over night and thawing during the day made
fall tillageachallengein some areas. However, many
farmerswereableto continuewith fall operations. Heavy
stalk cover haskept the ground warmin some aress.
Tillage completed for thefall reached 64%, well ahead of
both last year’'s 43% and the 5-year average of 60%.
Producers continue with stacking of soybean and corn
fodder to add to short forage and bedding suppliesin
someareas. Other |ate season activitiesinclude moving
hay bal esand manure application. Winter wheat stands
seemto be progressing nicely in most aress.
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State Average

11/16/03 88%
11/17/02 78%
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Wisconsin Crop Progress, November 16, 2003

District average State average
Crop and percent h
of acreage NW | NC | NE | wC c |ec | sw | sc | se | Ths | Lat | Syear
year year |average
Corn for grain harvested| 88 95 79 91 0 86 93 85 82 88 75 87
Fall tillagecompleted 73 76 70 56 75 74 54 57 56 64 43 60




Wisconsin Crop Weather

Quotesfrom Farm Reportersand County Ag Agents

CHIPPEWA-T.P.: Ground wasfrozen; 1.0to 2.0inchesdeep on
bareground, slowing fall tillage. Cornyieldsvary from 70 to 130
bushels per acre. The drought did not reduce yields as much with
corn asit did with soybeans.

POLK-C.S.: Cornyieldsare about 20 percent lessthan last year.
Winter wheat looks aright. Fall tillageis donefor the year, ground
ishard.

RUSK-G.P.: Corn harvestiswinding down. Rain and snow the
middle of the week slowed progress, but the good weekend
forecast should get everybody back out in the fields. Expect abig
push thislast week, asfarmersliketo havetheir fieldwork done.
LINCOLN-F.O.; Early-planted cornisyieldingwell. Late-planted
yields are low, with short cobs and stalks with no ears. Soybean
yieldsarefrom 10to 30 bushels per acre. Seedsare small. All hay
crops had yields below normal. Oat and barley yields were near
normal. 2003, overall, has not been agood year for farming. Hay
suppliesare below normal.

SHAWANO-B.R.: Highyielding cornfields have posed atillage
problem for some farmers. Some of theyieldsare around 200
bushels per acre and this makes for alot of stalks to contend with
for both conventional and chisel plows. Somefields are aso very
wet inthe area

DUNN-S.S.: Cornyieldsreally varying, but better than what most
expected; 60 to 200 bushels per acre. Most winter wheat is planted
that is going to be planted. Soybean harvest is completed with
yields below average; 20 to 40 bushels per acre. Fall tillage has
beenin full swing. Hay continues to be short.

MONROE-W.D.: The unexpected snow on Wednesday has put a
halt to harvest. There are soybeans and quite alot of corn to
combine yet. Most hope the wind, snow, and cold are not signs of
things to come.

WAUPACA-D.H.: Ground wasfrozen hard 3.0 inchesof frostin
some places. Last weekend made chisel plowing difficult. Last of

the corn is coming out of the fields. Winter wheat |ooks very good.

FOND DU LAC-E.A.: Cornyieldwasgood; 100to 160 bushelsper
acre. Fall tillage has gone well, but too wet now. Winter wheat is
off to agood start. The 2003 growing season was hot good due to
very dry conditionsin summer.

KEWAUNEE-J.B.: Rainand wet fields have stopped combining
and fieldwork.

MANITOWOC-H.W.: Cornyieldswerearound 140 bushels per
acre. Most winter wheat is up. Nice plowing and some chisel
plowing done. The 2003 growing year wasvery good. A little short
on first and second crop of hay, but third crop alfalfawas the best.
Very littlefourth crop alfalfawas cut.

GRANT-L.F.: Cornisyielding 100 to 200 bushelsper acrewhere
moi sture was more plentiful. Sandy soil was5 to 35 bushels per
acre, most was chopped for silage. Winter wheat is up and green.
Fall tillage stopped for afew days also. Corn harvest slowed down
also, still moreto harvest. As awhole, the growing season was not
that bad; drier than normal.

DANE-D.F.: Most cornyields appear to be between 140to 150
bushels per acre, although limited areas are reporting 100 to 120
bushels per acre. Others are reporting 190 to 200 bushels per acre.
Someareasarereporting fal tillage becoming difficult with soil
being alittletoo wet.

DODGE-L .P.: Thecornyield wasall over. Wheat islooking fair.
Plowing isgoing slow.

WASHINGTON-R.B.: A few farmersare hard at combining corn
with moisture at 18 to 22 percent moisture. Wheat isdoing well.
Plowing, deep tillage, manure spreading, stalk chopping for round
balesisall going on. 2003 has been yet another challenging year.
Despite continued dry conditions, there have been some pleasant
surprises. Hay quantitieswill be short this year. Soybean yields are
definitely down. On the bright side, cornisyielding above normal
with low moistures, and wheat yieldsarewell above normal.
WAUKESHA-D.W.: Winter wheat |ooksvery good with thelast
rains. Fall tillageisabout 55 percent done.
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Wisconsin Weekly Weather, Selected Cities, Ending asof 7:00 a.m. on November 16, 2003

Growing degree days S
Temperature (modiified base 50) 1/ Precipitation
City Avg. | Avg. | High | Low | o |AV9dep.| Ma.1 | Mar.l Last Since Sept.1 | Year
max. | min. | max. | min. 9| from to toNov. 1| ek Sept.1 | dep.from | to

norma* | Nov.1 | normal * normal* date

EauClaire M 2% % 8 K] 1 2002 2574 011 387 -316 2170
GreenBay 5 7 5] 13 ) 0 2488 2433 021 6.83 0.39 2797
LaCrosse 6 0 5] 1 3 1 3200 2023 027 449 211 2135
Madison 47 2 53] 13 37 0 2834 2834 003 1101 458 2748
Milwaukee 18 3 0 19 20 0 2679 n.a 003 577 -1.35 1898

1/Formula used: GDD = (daily maximun (86°) + daily minimun (50°))/2-50°; where 86° is used if the maximun exceeds 86° and 50° is used if the
minimum falls below 50°. *Normal based on 1961-90 data. Source: NCEP/NOAA Climate Prediction Center <http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov>.
N.a = not available. T = trace.



